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be understood as an indirect assertion of the overall glory
of Sri.70

The Role of Laksmi in the Cosmic Activities

Parasara, an ardent devotee of Goddess Ranganayaki
observes that the cosmic functions of Visnu - Her Lord,
namely, creation, sustenance and dissolution of this
universe of name and form are meant for the joy of
Laksmi- Already the picture of Laksmi as an adolescent
has been presented by our author. It is but natural then
to expect the youthful and resourceful Lord to keep His
consort amused through such activities. The Chandogya
states that the Lord carries on creation, sustenance and
dissolution by His mere will [samJkalpa].71 This very
samkalpa of the Lord to give the sentient and insentient
their due status, with all the evolutes like the seven sheaths
[avarana], biiddhi (intellect), ahamkara (ego), mind, the
ten organs, the elements and the three worlds is only
to please His beloved.72 Even when the Lord makes
the jiva-s forget their original nature through his may a
comprising three qualities, it is but an act calculated to
elicit joyous admiration from His consort.

Even in an earlier verse our author points out the
decisive role Laksmi plays in the creation of the universe.
No doubt the Upamsad-s do speak of the Supreme
Brahman, Her consort, as the creator. But who is it that
is behind this whole drama? It is Laksmi. The Lord
creates or keeps quiet only by looking at the knitting
of Her eyebrows. That Narayana is the Supreme, is a
gist of the truth arrived at by the Upanisad-s, only with
the help of the imprints of Her feet on His chest. The
infinite greatness of Laksmi is too great to be compared
to that of the Lord.